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On the Bronzes of Shang Period Excavated from Jianghan Plain
Shi Jinsong
(Beijing 100710)
Abstract: A great deal of bronze vessels have been unearthed from Jianghan Plain, among which
the bronzes related to the Erligang Culture were mostly excavated from Panlongcheng Site and its
neighboring areas. These find suggests that the site was built to control the Yangtze River region,
rather than to occupy the Jianghan Plain. The bronzes of the Yin excavated from Jianghan Plain
attest that the region was still under the influence of Shang Culture during its occupation;
moreover, their linear distribution was also related to the southern expansion of the Eriligang
Culture. But the cultural factors from the south of Yangtze River also influenced the Erligang
Culture of the Jianghan Plain. The Shang-style bronzes unearthed from the reaches of Xiang River
were most likely imported from the Central Plain, through Jianghan Plain, while the
animal-pattern bronzes were probably produced in the locality, as a representative of native bronze
culture.
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