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A Study on Charred Plant Remains in Yangpu Site of Suzhou, Anhui
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Abstract: The flotation result of plant remains in Yangpu Site, excavated at Suzhou City, Anhui in
2012, shows the development of agriculture from the late Neolithic to the Han Dynasty. In the
time of late Dawenkou Culture, rice farming dominanted the site. This changed during the Yueshi
Culture, where millet farming became just as common as rice farming, and wheat and soybean
planting were utilized. By the late Warring States to the Han Dynasty there was an increase in
millet and wheat production and a decline in rice cultivation. This suggests that during the late
Neolithic multi-planting was taking place in the middle reaches of Huai River, while dry farming
and rice farming coexisted in different periods on the site. The study is of great importance in
revealing the livelihood and agricultural structure of ancient people in the area.
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